tory

IS
of the English
iSts

Bapt

Thomas Crosby

Volume 2 of 4

The H




Sicut lilium inter spinas sic amica mea inter filias

On The Cover: We use the symbol of the “lily among the thorns”
from Song of Solomon 2:2 to represent the Baptist History Series. The
Latin, Sicut lilium inter spinas sic amica mea inter filias, translates,
“As the lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters.”



THE

HISTORY

OF THE

English Baptists

Vol. II



WILLIAM KIFFIN

-1701

1616



HISTORY

OF THE
English Baptists,
FROM THE
REFORMATION

To the Beginning of the
Reign of King GEORGE I.

VOL. IL

CONTAINING

Their HISTORY from the RESTORATION of King
CHARLES II. to the End of his Reign.

By THO. CROSBY.

LONDON:

Printed for the AUTHOR, and sold by him at his House on
Horse-ly-down, Southwark; and AARON WARD,
Bookseller, at the King’s Arms in Little Britain.

MDCCXXXIX.

5 he Baptist Standard Bearer, Inc.

NUMBER ONE IRON OAKS DRIVE  PARIS, ARKANSAS 72855

8| Thou hast given a standard to them that fear thee;
that it may be displayed because of the truth.
- Psalm 60:4




Reprinted
by

THE BAPTIST STANDARD BEARER, INC.
No. 1 Iron Oaks Drive
Paris, Arkansas 72855
(501) 963-3831

THE WALDENSIAN EMBLEM
lux lucet in tenebris
“The Light Shineth in the Darkness”

ISBN #1-57978-902-1



TO THE

R EADER

T may be expeiied, and I did intend, that this Volume
Sbould bave contained all I at firft propofed to the publick.
But _fince my publication of the former Volume, I bave bad
Such materials communicated to me, that I could not in juftice
20 the communicators omit them, without incurving the juft
cenfure of a partial biftorian.  Befides, it having been ob-
Jetted to me, that a more early account of the Englifh Bap-
tifts might be obtained; it gave a new turn to my thoughts,
and put me upon confidering the flate and condition of the
Chriftian Religion, from the firft plantation of the Gufpel in
England. Now in this enquiry, fo much bas occuyred to
me, as carries in it more than a probability, that the firft
Englith Chriftians were Baptifts. I could not therefore pafs
by fo material a faét in their favour : And becaunfe it cannot
now be placed where it properly belongs, I bave fixed it by
way of preface to this fecond Volume.  Moreover, in my fuft
Volume, 1 did exbibit part of a Confeflion of Faith, pub-
lifbed by the Baptifts about the year 1611, taken from Mr.
Robinfon, paftor of the Englith Church at Leyden 5 who
in the year 1614, printed fome remarks upon it, and faid,
1t was publifbed by the remainder of My. Smith’s company,
Whether Mr. Smith bad left this people, or whether upon
Jome difagreement, they departed from bim, I cannot [ay.
1t is not very material, nor at this difiance of time very eafy
to deterinine.  But as I bave lately obtained a Declaration
of Faith publifbed by them 5 and as the fame may give us
Jome light, re[peciing the cpinions of the Englith Baptifts, in
thofe early days of the Reformation s fo I bave placed it, the
out of due time, in the Appendix of this Volume, N°. 1.
' And



To the READER.

And the rather, becanfe they declare, < they are forced o-
< gainft their whole minds to publifh it, for the clearing of
< their innocency in fuch things, as men do commonly keep up
< in their account 5 and all to further their reckoning in con-
< tempt with men of all eflates” I may juftly add; the
Jame prafiice is continued among fome of the Pedobaptifts,
even to the prefent time : as appears by the late biftories of
the Reverend My. Neal, and Mr. Lewis 3 both which 1
bave already replied to.

Alfo in my firft Volume I took notice, that the Baptifts
prefented an. Humble Supplication 7o King James I. zbe
Parliament then fitting 5 and gave only a fbort account there-
of.  This bas been queftioned by fome : and the Reverend M.
Lewis feems to doubt it, becaufe be fays, The Ana-
baptifts are faid 20 bave prefented unto King James 1. in
Parliament time, their Humble Supplication. But this
I have not feen. Therefore 1 bave now placed it alfo in
the Appendix of this Volume, N°. II.

1 take this opportuntity to acknowledge and amend a mif-
take, pointed out 1o me by a worthy learned gentleman, (whofe
modefly deemed bis information of o little importance, as to
chufe not to be mentioned) in the preface to the firft Volume,
p. 28. where I denominate Monfienr Bayle a Papift. [
did not then know be bad again embraced the reformed reli-
gion : and defire my Readers to correét that paragraph, by
ergfing being, and over-writing who had been.

THE



THE

PREFACE

¢t HE gofpel of Chrif Fefus,

3N} the Son of God, was begun
e by the miniftry of Fobn;

% who, as the herald of the
Lord AMegffias, went before
— him to proclaim his firft ap-
proaches, and prepare men, by Repentance
and Baptifm, for this new difpenfation,
which was the accomplifhment of ancient
prophecies.

This was the firft perfon that we read of John #¢ i
in the Holy Scriptures, that ufed Baptifm®tizer.
as a facrament, and initiated his difciples by
it. From hence he derived the title of Bap-
tiff, or Baptizer 3 as being therein the au-
thor of fome new and ftrange pratice among
them. For although there were divers wafb-
ings ufed among the Fews, by God’s appoint-
ment, yet that it was their cuftom to bap-
tize thofe that were made profelytes, and ini-
tiate them, and their children, into the my-
ftery of the Fews religion by &aptifin, as
fome pretend, is a groundlefs opinion. There

is no fuch thing mention’d in the law of
Mofes 5



Received bis
commiffion

Srom heaven.
Luke iii. 2.
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Mofes 5 and therefore, if there was fuch a
practice, it muft be a tradition of the elders,
and fell among their other fuperftitions, un-
der the cenfure of our blefled Saviour. And
is it reafonable to fuppofe, an Inftitution of
the gofpel was founded upon a finful cuftom
of the Fews? But the fcriptures give no
account of any fuch praltice. Thole Rab-
bies that do make mention of any fuch thing,
lived many years fince the death of our blef-
fed Saviour. Their writings are full of lies
and blafphemy, and therefore no credit can
be given to them; nay, they contradi¢t one
another even in this very point 3 and thofe
who deny it, are as ancient and as learned as
the affirmers of it.

This great prophet Fobn, had an immedi-
ate commiffion from heaven, before he en-
ter’d upon the actual adminiftration of his of-
fice. And as the Englifo Baptifis adhere
clofely to this principle, that Fobn the Bap-
tift was by divine command, the firft com-
miffioned to preach the gofpel, and laptize
by immerfion, thofe that received it; and that
this practice has been ever fince maintained
and continued in the world to this prefent
day ; fo it may not be improper to confider
the ftate of religion in this kingdom ; it be-
ing agreed on all hands, that the plantation
of the gofpel here was very early, even in
the Apoftles days. I fhall therefore enquire,
when, and by whom (as far as hiftory can
inform us) the gofpel was firft preach’d in
Great Britain. And here it muft be grant-
ed, that hiftorians give a very different ac-
count ; yet they agree in this, that the early

reception of the gofpel was either from an
Apottle
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Apoftle or apoftolical men; and that Chri-
ftianity was maintained at firft in its purity,
and preferved it felf for fome years, from
the errors and f{uperftitions of the church of
Rome.

I fhall begin with the account of that ho-
neft hiftorian, the reverend Mr, Fuller
¢ Who it was, fays be, that firft brought over Ch. Hifory,
¢ the gofpel into Britain, is very uncertain, Book I. p. 3.
¢ The converfioner (underftand Parfons the
¢ Jefuit) mainly ftickleth for the Apoftle
¢ Peter to have firft preach’d the gofpel here.’
And having confuted Parfons’s five argu-
ments, which he had brought to prove it,
fays; ¢ We have ftaid the longer in confu-
¢ ting thefe arguments, becaufe, from Pezer’s
¢ preaching here, Parfons would infer an ob-
< ligation of this Ifland to the fee of Rome.
He further obferves ; That fome would have Anno 41.
Fames, the fon of Zebedee 5 others St. Paul;
others Simon the Canaanitey, and others Ari-
Stobulus, though not an Apojtle, yet an Apo-
ftle’s mate, to be the firft planters of religion
in this Ifland. ¢ The refult of all is this, faysIbid. p. 4.
< he, Churches are generally ambitious to entitle
< themfelves to Apoftles for their founders
¢ conceiving they fhould otherwife be efteem-
<ed but as of the fecond form, and younger
¢ boufe, if they received the faith from any
¢ inferior preacher.— Whereas, indeed, it
¢ matters not if the doftrine be the fame,
< whether the Apoftles preached it by them-
¢ felves, or by their fucceflors. We fee lit-
¢tle certainty can be extratted, who firft
¢ brought the gofpel hither. °Tis fo long
¢ fince, the Britifb church hath forgotten her
< own infancy, who were her firft Godfathbers.

a2 ¢ We
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© We fee the light of the Word fbined here 3

¢ but fce not who kindled it
Now amongft the converts of the natives of
this Ifland, in this firft age to Chriftianity,
Claudia, furnamed Ruffina, is reputed a prin-
cipal 5 the was wife to Pudens, a Roman fe-
nator 3 and that this is the Claudia, a Briton
born, mentioned by St. Pax/, then living at
Rome. Mr. Fuller endeavours to prove
againft the exceptions of Parfons the Jefuit,
by anfwering his objc@ions to the contrary 3
and then fays, ¢ The iffue of all isthis: Clax-
¢ dia’s ftory, as a Britifb Chriftian, ftands
¢ unremov’d, for any force of thefe objecti-
¢ ons; tho’ one need not be much engaged here-
¢ in.—— But now to return again to the prime
¢ planters of religion in Brizain. As tor all
¢ thofe formerly reckon’d up, there is in au-
¢ thors but a tinkling mention of them; and
¢ the found of their preaching low and little,
¢ in comparifon of thofe loud peals which are
¢ rung of Fofeph of drimathea his coming
¢ hither. Whiltt Philip (whether the
¢ Apoftle or Deacon, is uncertain) continued
¢ preaching the gofpel in France, he fent Fo-
¢ jeph of drimathea over into Britain, with
¢ Fofeph his fon, and ten other affociates, to
¢ convert the natives of that Ifland to Chri-
¢ ftianity.  Thefe coming into Britain, found
¢ fuch entertainment from Arviragus the king,
< that though he would not be diffuaded from
¢ his idolatry by their preaching, yet he al-
¢ low’d them twelve hides of ground (an hide
¢is as much as, being well manurd, will
¢ maintain a family ;5 or, as others fay, as
¢ much as one plow can hundfomely manage)
¢ in a defolate Ifland, full of fens and bram-
¢ bles,




The PREFACE.

¢ bles, called the 2uis Wittrin; fince, by
¢ tranflation, Glaffenbury. Here they built
¢a fmall church; and, by dire¢tion from
¢ Gabriel the Archangel, dedicated it to the
¢ Virgin Mary, encompafling it about with a
¢ church-yard ; in which church, afterwards,
¢ Fofeph was buried : And here thefe twelve
¢ lived many years, devoutly {rving God,
¢ and converting many to the Chriftian re-
¢ ligion.’

Mr. Fuller fays, he ¢ dares not wholly
¢deny the fubftance of this ftory, though
¢ the leaven of monkery hath much fwollen,
¢ and puffed up the circumftance thereot’; —-
¢ and that as this relation is prefented unto
¢ us, it hath a young man’s brow with an old
¢ man’s beard. I mean, fays he, novel fu-
¢ perftitions difguifed with pretended an-
¢ tiquity. In all this ftory of Fofepl’s living
“"at Glaffenbury, there is no one paffage re-
¢ ported therein beareth better proportion to
¢ time and place than the church which he is
¢ faid to erect ; whofe dimenfions, materials,
¢and making, are thus prefented unto us.
¢ It had in length fixty foot, and twenty fix
¢ in breadth, made of rods watled or interwo-
¢ ven:— In this {mall oratory, Fofeph with
¢ his companions, watched, prayed, fafted,
¢ and preached, having high meditations un-
¢ der a low roof, and large hearts betwixt nar-
¢row walls. Let not then ftately modern
¢ churches difdain to ftoop with their higheft
¢ fteeples, reverently doing homage to this
¢ poor ftructure, as their ‘firft platform and
¢ precedent. And let their chequer’d pave-
¢ ments no more difdain this Oratory’s plain

a3 ¢ floor,
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¢ floor, than her thatched covering doth envy
¢ their leaden roofs.
¢ By all this it does not appear, fays Ful-
< Jer, That the firft preachers of the gofpel
¢ in Britain did fo much as touch at Rome ;
< much lefs that they received any command
¢ or commiffion thence to convert Britain.
Mr. Jobn Fox, when treating of the firft
planters of the gofpel in Britain, cites Nice-
phorus 3 who faith, ¢ That Simon Zelotes
< came into Britain. Some others alledge,
< out of Gildas, de Viftoria Aurel. Ambrofii,
¢ That Foleph of Arimathy, after the difper-
¢ fion of the Fews, was fent by Philip the
< Apoftle, from France to Britain, about the
¢ year of our Lord, threefcore and three ;
< and here remained in this land all his time ;
«and fo, with his fellows, laid the firft
< foundation of Chriftian faith among the
< Britain people. 'Whereupon other preach-
<ers and teachers coming afterward, con-
¢ firmed the fame, and increafed it more.”
And, for confirmation hereof, he alledges
the teftimonies of Gildas, Tertullian, Ori-
gen, and the words alfo of the letter of
Eleutherius 3 which import no lefs, but that
the faith of Chrift was here in England, a-
mong the Britifb people, long before Elen-
therius’s time, and before king Lucins was
converted.
¢ Gildas, our countryman, fays be, in his
¢ hiftory affirmeth plainly, That Britain re-
¢ ceived the gofpel in the reign of Tiberius
¢ the emperor, under whom Chrift fuffered.
< The fecond reafon is out of Tertullian ;
¢ who living near about, or rather fomewhat
' ¢ before
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¢ before the time of this Eleutberius, in his
¢ book Contra Fudeos, manifeftly importeth
¢ the fame. Where the faid Tertullian, te-
< ftifying how the gofpel was difperfed abroad
¢ by the found of the Apoftles, and there rec-
¢ koning up the Medes, Perfians, &c. reciteth
¢ alfo the parts of Britain which the Romans
¢ could never attain to; and reporteth the
¢ fame now to be fubject to Chrift. — Note
¢ here, how, among other, divers believing
¢ nations, he mentioneth alfo the wildeft
< places of Britain, to be of the fame num-
¢ ber, and thefe, in his time were chriftned,
¢ who was in the fame Eleutherius’s time,
¢ as is abovefaid. Then was not Pope F/len-
¢ therius the firft which fent the Chriftian
¢ faith into this realm ; but the gofpel was
¢ here received before his time, either by
¢ Jofeph of Arimathea, as fome chronicles
¢ record, or by fome of the Apofiles, or of
¢ their {cholars, which had been here preach-
¢ ing Chrift before Eleutherius wrote to
¢ Lucius.
¢ My third probation I deduct out of Ori-
¢« gen. Hom.IV. in Ezchielem, whofe words
¢ be thefe : Britanniam in chriftianam confen-
¢ tire religionem. Whereby it appeareth,
¢ that the faith of Chrift was fparfed here
“in England, before the days of Eleuthe-
¢ rius.
¢ For my fourth probation, I take the
¢ teftimony of Beda; where he affirmeth,
¢ That, in his time, and almoft a thoufand
¢ years after Chrift here in Britain, Eafter
¢ was kept after the manner of the Eaft-
¢ church, in the full 6f the moon, what day
¢ in the week foever it fell on; and not on
a4 ¢ the

vii
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¢ the Sunday, as we do now : Whereby it is
¢ to be colle€ted, that the firft preachers in
¢ this land, have come out from the Eaft part
¢ of the world, where it was fo ufed, rather
¢ than from Rome.

¢ Fiftbly, 1 may alledge the words of Nice-
¢ pborus, lib.i1. cap. 40. where he faith,
¢ That Simon Zelotes did {pread the gofpel of
¢ Chrift to the Weft ocean, and brought the
¢ fame unto the Ifles of Britain.

¢ Sixthly, May be here added alfo the
¢ words of Petrus Cluniacenfis ; who writing
¢ to Bernard, affirmeth, That the Scots, in
¢ his time, did celebrate their Eafter, not after
< the Roman manner, but after the Greeks, &c.
¢ And as the faid Britains were not under
¢ the Roman order, in the time of this ab-
¢ bot of Cluniake ; fo neither were they, nor
¢ would be under the Roman legate, in the
¢ time of Gregory; nor would admit any pri-
¢ macy of the Zifbop of Rome to be above
¢ them.

¢ For the feventh argument, moreover, I
¢ may make my probation by the plain
¢ words of Eleutherius 3 by whofe epitle ?,
¢ written to ksng Lucius, we may underftand
¢ that Lucius had received the faith of Chrift
¢ in this land, before the king fent to Eleu-
¢ therius for the Roman laws ; for fo the ex-
¢ prefs words of the letter do manifeftly pur-
¢ port. By all which conjetures, it may
¢ {tand, probably, to be thought, that the
* Britons were taught firft by the Grecians
¢ of the Eaft church, rather than by the
¢ Romans.

3 Which may be feen both in Fuller and Fox.
®on-
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Monfieur Rapin, a late author, gives this
account of the firft plantation of the gofpel in
Britain. He fays; ¢ Before the birth of our Hig. of Engl.
¢ Saviour, the Britons, like the reft of the Vol I.p.27.
¢ world, the Fews only excepted, were grofs
¢ idolaters ; they not only worfhipped falfe
¢ gods, but, if their own hiftorians are to be
¢ credited, had as many, and as extravagant
¢ ones, as the Egyprians themfelves.

¢ Though it be difficult to know the pre-
¢ cife time, yet all agree the gofpel was
< preached in Great Britain foon after our
¢ Saviour’s death. But thofe who place this
“event in the reign of T7berius, do not con-
¢ fider, the firlt Gentile Cornelius, was not
¢ converted till the year of our Lord 403
¢ that is, three years after the death of that
¢ emperor.

¢ Baronius, upon the queftionable autho-
¢rity of Simeon Metaphraftes®, which he
¢ himfelf juftly rejets on feveral other occa-
¢ fions, fays; St. Peter firft preach’d to the
¢ Britons. 'This opinion is the more impro-
¢ bable, becaufe it is certain St. Peter per-
¢ form’d the office of an Apoftle chiefly in
¢ the Eqftern countries, Others affirm, That
¢ Simon Zelotes, one of the twelve Apoftles,
¢ undertook the converfion of the Britons.
¢ Nicephorus Calliffus, Dorotheus, in his Sy-
¢ nopfis, and the Greek Kalendar, fay ; This
¢ Apoftle was crucified and buried in Britain.
¢ At the fame time, we find in the Roman
¢ Martyrology, and in thofe of Bede, Adon,

b A writer of the tenth century, fays Mr. indal ;
fo called from writing the lives of the faints. He was
alay-man. Notes upon Rapin, p. 28.

¢ and
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<and Ufuard, that St. Simen {uffer’d martyr-
¢ dom in Perfia.

¢ The moft current opinion, for fome time,
¢ was, That Fofeph of Arimathea firft preach-
¢ ed to the Britons. Though this tradition,
¢ fupported by the fole teftimony of #7lliam
¢ of Malmsbury <, in proof of the antiquity
¢ of the church of Glafton, or Glaffenbury,
¢ fays, after Frecu'phus, that upon the mar-
< tyrdom of faint Stephen, the Apoftles were
¢ diferfed throughout the whole world.  St.
¢ Philip (continues the hiftorian) at his com-
¢ing among the Francs, fent twelve of his
¢ difciples, with Jofeph of Arimathea, as
¢ their head, to propagate the gofpel in
¢ Great Britain 5 where they arrived in the
¢ year of our Lord 61. After fome oppo-
¢ fition from the inhabitants, a certain king
¢ gave them a little fpot of ground, furround-
¢ed with fens and buthes to dwell in. Not
¢ long after, two other neighbouring kings,
¢ having allow’d them twelve bides of land
* for their fubfiftance, the Angel Gabriel
< commanded them, from God, to build a
¢ church in the place now called Glafton, but,
¢at that time, Infwitrin. This chuch was
¢ finithed in the year 63 ; and, as the hifto-
¢ rian adds, was dedicated by our Saviour
¢ himfelf, asa mark of diftinction to the Vir-
¢ gin Mary?

Rapin, after a refutation of the proofs
brought in vindication of this tradition of
Jofeph of Arimathea, obferves, That ¢ though

¢ A writer of the twelfth century ftands upon no bet-
ter foundation than thofe above mention’d ; it has how-
ever been deem’d inconteftable.  Malmsbury,

¢ the
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“the exa&t time of the converfion of the
¢ Britons be uncertain, it is very probable
¢ the gofpel was preached in the Ifland not
¢ long after the death of Chrift. Theodoret
¢ affures us, the Britons were converted by
¢ the Apoftles. Eufebius, {peaking .of the
¢ dangers the Apoftles were expofed to in
¢ propagating the gofpel in the moft remote
¢ countries, - mentions, among the reft, the
¢ pritifb Iles. Now, fays he, the likelieft
¢ time to be affigned for the converfion of the
¢ Britows, if it was in the apoftles days, is
¢ that between the victory of Claudius and
¢ the defeat of Boadicea. For, at the time of
¢ the general revolt, there were in the Ifland
¢ above eighty thoufand Romans, among
¢ whom, very probably, were fome Chri-
¢ fiians, the gofpel having now got footing
¢ in many places, particularly at Rome: Up-
¢ on this fuppofition there is no abfurdity in
¢ afferting, with feveral modern authors,
¢ that St. Paul firft preach’d the gofpel in
¢ Britain. It is certain this Apoftle, in the
¢ eight years between his firft imprifonment
¢ at Rome, and his return to Ferufalem, pro-
¢ pagated the Chriftian religion in feveral
¢ places, efpecially in the #eftern countries.
¢ He informs us of his defign of going to
¢ Spain 5 and itis not unlikely but his defire
¢ of converting the Britains might carry him
¢into their Ifland. This opinion may be
¢ {upported by the teftimony of Venutius For-
¢ tunatus, in his poem upon the life of faint_
¢ Martin 5 where he fpeaks of the travels of
¢ St. Paul. But after all, thefe are only con-
¢ jeCtures, and of no other ufe but to make it
¢ more credible, that the gofpel was planted

¢in
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“in Britain foon after the death of our
¢ Lord.

The true Chriftian dorine, and form of
worthip, as delivered by the Apofiles, was
mantained in England, and the Romifhb go-
vernment and ceremonies zealoufly with-
ftood, till the Saxons enter’d into Britain,
about the year 448. during which time
there is no mention of any baptizings in
England, but of adult perfons only. And
from this filence in hiftory, touching the
baptizing of any Infants in England 5 from
the Britons being faid to keep fo friétly to
the holy Scriptures, in dottrine and ceremo-
nies 3 in which there is no mention of bap-
tizing infants ; and from the accounts of thofe
who were baptized, which exprefly mention
their faith and converfion, the Englilb Bap-
tifts have concluded, that there was no fuch
practice as baptizing of Infants in England,
for the firft three hundred years after it recei-
ved the gofpel ; and certainly he would have
a very hard tafk that fhould undertake to
prove there was.

Mr. Fuller informs us, That Lucius, king
of Britain, in the year 167, ¢ being much
¢ taken with the miracles which he beheld
¢ truly done by pious Chriftians, fell in ad-
¢ miration of, and love with their religion ;
<and fent Elvanus and Meduinus, men of
< known piety and learning in the fcriptures,
< to Eleutherius, bifhop of Rome, with a
¢ letter ; requefting feveral things of him,
¢ but principally that he might be inftructed
< in the Chriftian faith. The reafon why he
© wrote to Rome was, fays Fuller, becaufe,
< at this time, the church therein was the

2 < moft
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¢ moft eminent church in the world, fhining
¢ the brighter, becaufe fet on the higheft can-
< dleftick, the imperial city. We are fo far
¢ from grudging Rome the happinefs fhe
< once had, that we rather bemoan fhe loft
¢it fo foon, degenerating from her primi-
¢ tive purity.

¢ Eleutherius, fays he, at the requeft ofIbid. p. 12.
¢ king Lucius, fent unto him Faganus and
¢ Derwianus, or Dunianys, two holy men,
¢ and grave divines, to inftruét him in the
¢ Chriftian religion.; by whom the faid king
¢ Lucius, called by the Britains, Lever-Maur,
< or the Great light, was baptized, with ma-
¢ ny of his fubjelts.

Mr. Fobn Fox thus relates the ftory of Martyrolgy,

king Lucius. ¢ About the time and year of Vol-I-p-138-
¢ the Lord 180, fays he, king Lucius, fon
< of Toilus, which builded Colchefier, king
¢ of the Britains, who then were the inha-
¢ biters and - poffeffors of this land, which
¢ now we Englifomen call England, hearing
¢ of the miracles and wonders done by the
¢ Chriftians at that time, in divers places, as
¢ Monumetenfis writeth, direted his letters to
< Eleutherius, bithop of Rome, to receive of
¢ him the Chriftian faith. The good bi-
< thop, hearing the requeft of this king, and
< glad to fee the godly towardnefs of his well
¢ difpofed mind, fendeth him certain teachers
¢ and preachers, called Fugatius, or, by fome,
« Faganus, and Damianus, or Dunianus ;
¢.which converted firft the king and people
< of Britain, and baptized them with the
¢ baptifin and facrament of Chrift’s faith.’

In the year 178, fays Mr. Fuller, ¢ SOme Church Hif.
¢ report, That, at this time, three thoufandp. 13.

¢ philo-
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¢ philofophers of the univerfity of Cambridge,
< were converted and baptized ; that king
¢ Luciys came thither, and beftowed many
¢ privileges and immunities on the place, with
¢ much more improbable matter.?

Rapin obferves, That ¢ from the conver-
¢ fion of Lucius, to the Dioclefian perfecution,
¢ the ecclefiaftical hiftory of Britain is intirely
¢unknown. It is very probable, however,
< fays he, that, during that interval of eighty
¢ years, the Cbhriffian religion made great
¢ progrefs in the Ifland ; as appears from
¢ Tertullian, Origen, Bede, and Gildas: But
¢ what puts the thing out of all difpute, is,
¢ the multitude of Britifb martyrs [whom I
muft (till the Pedobaptifts convince me to
the contrary) believe were all Englifb Bap-
tifts] ¢ that fuffer’d during the dreadful per-
< {fecution under Dioclefian and Maximian his
¢ collegue.’

It was in the year 469, that the Saxons in-
vaded England. They made a compleat
conqueft ; overthrew Chrifiianity, and fet up
the Heathen idolatry. But thofe Chriftians
which efcaped, fled into Cornwall and Wales ;
where they fecur’d themfelves, and main-
tained the true Chriftian faith and worfhip.
Feffery of Monmouth, in his book, De Bri-
tannorum Geftis, Lib. iv. cap. 4. as cited

Treat. of Bap-by Mr. Danvers, tells us, ¢ That in the

tifm, p. 333

¢ country of the Britains, Chriftianity flou-
¢ rifthed, which never decayed, even from
¢ the Apoftles times. Amongft whom, fays
¢ he, was the preaching of the gofpel, fincere
¢ doétrine, and living faith, and fuch form of
¢ worthip, as was delivered to the churches
< by the Apoftlés thumfelves ; and that they,

¢ even
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¢ even to death it felf, withftood the Romifb
¢ rites and ceremonies ; and that about the
¢ year 448, the Engli/h Saxons began to pof-
¢ fefs Britany ; and that about 593, they
¢ having made a compleat conquctt of the
¢ Britains, and began to {ettle their Heprar-
¢ chy’—— That, ¢ as long as the Britifb chur-
¢ ches pofiefled the country, they kept them-
¢ felves found in the faith, and pure in the
¢ worfhip, order, and difcipline of Chrift, as
¢ it was deliver’d to them from the Apofiles,
¢ or their Evangelifts’ But to ftrengthen this
teftimony, I will cite others.

Mr. Fobn Fox thus introduces the entering Mareyrobgy,
and reigning of the Sawons in the realm of Vol.I. p.rqi.
England. < This, fays he, was the coming
¢in firt of the Angles or Saxons into this
¢ realm, being yet unchriftew’d and Infidels 5
¢ which was about the year of our Lord, as
< William Moalmsbury teftifieth, four hundred
¢ fixty and nine ; the captains of whom were
¢ Hengiftus and Horfus and at length
< poflefs’d all, driving the Britains, fuch as
¢ remained, into Cambria, which we cail
¢ now Wales? 'This, as Mr. Fox obferves, ;4 P 145.
¢ was by Gurmundus, a Pagan, king of the
¢ Africans 5 who, joining in league with the
¢ Saxons, wrought much grievance to the
¢ Chriftians of the land : Infomuch that Thec-
¢ nus, bithop of London, and Thadioccus, bi-
¢ fhop of 2ork, with the reft of the people,
¢ fo many as were left, having no place
¢ wherein to remain with fafety, did fly fome
¢ to Cornwall, and fome to the mountains of
¢ Wales, about the year of our Lord 550.

¢ Moft miferable, fays Mr. Fuller, at this Crarch Hip,
¢ time, was the Britifb commonwealth, croud- Lib. i. p.30.
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¢ ed up into barren corners, whilft their ene-
¢ mies, the Pagan Saxens, pofiefled the Eaft
¢ and South, if not the greateft, the beft part
¢ of the Ifland needs then muft reli-
¢ gion, now in Britain, be in a doleful con-
< dition 3 for he who expets a flourithing
¢ church in a fading common-wealth, let him
¢ try whether one fide of his face can fmile,
¢ when the other is pinch’d. The intire
¢ body of the Britifb church, at this time,
¢ was in Wales 35 where Banchor on the
¢ North, and Caer-lion on the South, were
¢ the two Eyes thereof, for learning and
¢ religion.’

Rapin, upon the ftate of the Britilb church,
from the arrival of the Saxons, to the retreat of
the Britons into Wales, beginsthus: ¢ After,
¢ fays he, having feen what calamities Britain
¢ was expofed to by the Saxon wars of a hun-
¢ dred and thirty years, a regular account of
¢ the Britifb church is not to be expefted
¢ during that fpace. It is very likely,
¢ fays he, all the monuments of the Briti/b
¢ churches were deftroy’d, where-ever the
¢ Saxons became mafters ; and that it was
¢ not poffible to preferve any but thofe of the
¢ churches of Wales, where the Saxons could
¢ never penetrate. It is eafy to imagine,
¢ that the church was in a very mournful ftate,
¢ while the Saxons were exercifing their fu-
¢ ry. Thefe mercilefs idolaters, as well out
¢ of duty as wantonnefs, not only trampled
¢ upon every thing relating to the Chriftian
¢ religion, but let loofe their rage againft the
¢ Chriftians themfelves. Gildas and Bede
¢ have painted out their inhuman proceedings,
¢ in fuch a manner as fhows their barbarities

¢ were
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¢ were carried to the higheft Degree imagi-
“nable. From the eaft to the weft, fays Gil-
¢ das, nothing was to be feen but churches
¢ burnt, and deftroy’d to their very founda-
¢ tions. The inbabitants were extirpated by
S the fword, and buried under the ruins of
¢ their own boufes. The altars were daily
¢ profaned by the blood of thofe flain thereon.
¢ Bede, who was a Saxon, and therefore not
¢ to be fuppofed to aggravate the cruelty of
¢ his country-men, exprefles himfelf thus :
. ¢ By the bands of the Saxons, a fire was light-
“ed up in Britain, that ferved to execute the
¢ juft vengeance of God upon the wicked Bri-
¢ tons, as be had formerly burnt Jerufalem by
¢ the Chaldeans. The Ifland was [o ravaged
by the conquerors, or rather by the hand of
$ God, making ufe of them as infiruments
¢ that there feemed to be a continued flame
¢ from fea to fea, which burnt up the cities,
¢ and covered the furface of the whole Ifle.
¢ Publick and private buildings fell in one com-
¢ mon ruin. The priefts were murdered on the
< altars 5 the bifbop, with bis flock, perilbed
¢ by fire and fword, without any diftinftion,
¢ no one daring to give their [cattered bodies
¢ an bonourable burial.

¢ To thefe mournful defcriptions, fays Ra-
¢ pin, may be added, That the Bri‘ons, who
¢ efcaped the fury of their enemies, not find-
¢ ing wherewithal to fubfift in the woods znd
¢ mountains, were forced, at length, to fur-
¢ render to the conquerors, deeming them-
¢ felves happy in being able to purchafe their
¢ lives, with the lofs of their liberty. Some
¢ fled into foreign parts, and thofe whom the

¢ love of their native country kept at home,
b ¢and
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¢ and the dread of flavery prevented from fub-
¢ mitting to the Saxons, dragged on a wretch-
‘ed life, in miferable want and perpetnal
¢fear. It is therefore no wonder that the
¢ accounts of the Britifb church are fo imper-
¢ fect; fince the Saxons ufed their utmoft en-
¢ deavours to deftroy all the monuments that
¢ might have been preferved.’

The Chriftian Britons being thus pent up in
Wales, kept their ground a good while there 3
till at length they were intirely fubdued by a
maffacre, procured, as fome think, by St. .
Auftin, for their refufing to comply with him
in embracing the erroneous principles of the
church of Rome.

The Accounts of this Auftin are as follow :

About the year 596. faint Auftin, with
about forty more, were fent into England
by Gregory bithop of Rome, to preach the
gofpel, and endeavour to plant Chriftian
churches among the Saxons. He met with
great fuccefs, the king, and great numbers
of the people, being converted and bap-
tized. Yea, they came in fo faft, that he
is faid to have baptized ten thoufand on a
Chriftmas day, in the river Swale by York.
Mr. Fuller gives an account of the manner
how this was performed ; though he is in
doubt whether faint Auftin or Paulinus were
the doer thereofs and fays, it would argue
too much morofity in us to demur in our
faith to the whole faét. ¢ And if fo many,
¢ Jays be, were baptized in one day, it ap-
¢ pears plainly, that in that age, the admini-
¢ ftration of that facrament, was not loaded
¢ with thofe fuperftitious ceremonies, as effen-
¢ tial thereunto, of croffing, fpittle, oil, crc?rln,

¢ {alt,
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¢ falt, and fuch like trinkets; which Prote-
¢ fiants generally as little know what they
¢are, as Papifis why they ufe them. 1 fay,
¢ in that age, nothing was ufed with baptifm,
¢ but baptifm; the #ord and the Water
¢ made the facrament. Yea, the archbifhop
¢ is faid to have commanded, by the woice of
¢ cryers, that the people fhould enter the river
¢ confidently, two by two, and in the name of
¢ the Trinity baptize one another by turns :
¢ This, indeed, fays Mr. Fuller, was the
¢ moft compendious way ; otherwife Fofbua’s
¢ day, wherein the fun ftood ftill, had been
¢ too fhort for one man’s perfonal perform-
¢ ance of fuch an employment.’

Rapin, after having given an account of
St. Auftin’s miffion by Gregory, and the kind
reception he met with from FEtbelbert the
king, fays; ¢ The queen got leave for the Az of Engl.
¢ miffionaries to fettle at Canterbury the ca- Vol. L. p. 66,
¢ pital of Kent; where fhe took care to pro-
¢ vide them with convenient lodgings, and
¢ procure them the liberty of preaching to as
¢ many as had the curiofity to hear them.
¢ They made fo good ufe of this favourable
¢ juncture, that in a fhort time, feveral of
¢ the principal Saxons embraced the Chriftian
< faith. The fwift progrefs of the gofpel at
¢ Canterbury, raifed the king’s curiofity to
¢ be more particularly inftructed in the nature
¢ of the religion thefe ftrangers preached. At
¢ length, by the perfuafions of the queen,
¢ and frequent conferences with Auftin, he re-
¢ ceived baptifm, about a Year after the ar-
¢ rival of the miffionaries. 'The converfion
¢ of the king being followed by that of mul-
¢ titudes of his fubje&s, ‘the queen’s chapel,

b 2 ¢ which



b 8.9

Maytyrology,
Vol.I. p.154.

The PREFACE.

¢ which ftood without the city, foon became
¢ too little to hold them. Thus began
¢ the converfion of the Saxons in England.
¢ Auftin and his fellow labourers were the In-
¢ ftruments made ufe of, by divine Provi-
¢ dence, to turn them from their 1dolatrous
¢ fuperttitions, to the light of the gofpel ;

¢ blefling their brethren in Germany Cl’lJOYCd
¢not till two hundred years after, in the
¢ reign of Charles the Great. Ethelbert pro-
¢ moted to his utmoft, the converfion of his
< fubjeéts, but without ufing the leaft vio-
¢ lence or compulfion ; having, learn’d of his
¢ inftruétors, as Bede exprefly obferves, that
¢ God requires none to ferve him, but thofe
¢ who do it with a willing mind. It were to
¢ be withed, fays Rapin [with whom all
Baptifts, and fincere Chriftians, will unite]
¢ that, all Chriftian princes would follow his
¢ example! The Saxons were {o eager to em-
¢ brace the gofpel, that, if hiftorians may be
¢ credited, Auftin, in one day, baptized ten
< thoufand in the river Swale, which runs in-
¢ to the Thames.

Baptifm was not, in thofe times, admini-
fter’d in a font in the church (much lefs in
houfes) but in rivers; nor attended with fo
many ceremonies as practifed now by thofe of
the Roman faith, as Mr. Fox obferves, fpeak-
ing of St. Au/im ; ¢ After he had baptized
¢ and chriften’d, fays be, ten thoufand Saxons,
¢ or Angles, in the Weft river, that is called
¢ Swale, befide 2ork, on a Chrifimas day ;
¢ perceiving his end to draw near, he or-
¢ dained a fucceflor, named Laurentius, to
¢ rule after him the archbifhop’s fea of Doro-
¢ bernia. Where note, by the way (C{ltm-

ian
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¢ ftian reader) that whereas Auftin baptized
< then in rivers, it followeth, there was then
< no ufe of fonts. Again, if it be true that
¢ Fabian faith, he baptized ten thoufand in
¢ oneday, the rite then of baptizing at Rome
¢ was not {o ceremonial ; neither had fo many
¢ trinkets at that time, as it hath had fince ;
¢ or elfe it could not be, that he could baptize
¢ {o many in one day.’
Auftin meeting with fuch fuccefs, in that Anno 604.
part of Britain called England, held a fynod
near the borders of Wales, and fent to the Fox's Martyr.
bifhops of the ancient Britons, who had fled Vol.I. p.153.
into thofe parts, and were now encreafed to a
very great number, to perfuade them to fub- Fullers C5.
mit to the authority of the fee of Rome, asHip. p.61.
many Saxons had done, and to embrace the
ceremonies of that church, particularly in the
time of keeping Eafler, and in baptizing
their children. ¢ To thefe, fays Mr. Fox,
¢ the Scots and Britains would not agree,
¢ refufing to leave the cuftom which they fo
¢ long time had continued.’
Thus far it appears, that the doérine and
worthip which the Britains received from the
Apaftles, they clofely adhered to, cleaving to
the fcriptures, utterly renouncing all Romifb
Traditions and Superftitions: But inafmuch
as they refufed to be feduced by Autin, he
not only threaten’d their ruin, but accomplifh-
ed the fame in a fhort time after. For,
‘When Auftin found the Britons refufed to
comply with his extravagant propofals, he
abated in his demands, and only defired their
compliance with him in three things. His
words, according to Fabian, were thefe :partv. p.aig.
¢ Sins ye wol not affent to my hefts general-

b 3 ‘1}79
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¢ly, affent ye to me fpecially in iii things.
¢ The firft is, that ye keep Effer day in due
¢ fourme and tyme as it 1s ordayned. The
¢ fecond, that ye geve Chriftendome to chil-
¢dren : And the rhyrde is, that ye preach
¢ unto the anglis the word of God as afore-
¢ times I have exhorted you. And all the
¢ other deale, I fhall fuffer you to amende
< and refourme within your felves. But, /aith
< be, they would not thereof. Then Auftayne
¢ faid unto them, and warned them by man-
¢ ner of infpyracion, that fins they wolde not
¢ receave peace of their brethren, they fhould
¢ of other receive warre and wretche.’

Bede, an author much more ancient than
Fabian, as cited by Rapin, exprefles this
threat of St. Auftin thus: © Since you refufe
¢ peace from your brethren, you fhall have
¢ war from your enemies ; and fince you will
¢ not join with us in preaching the word of
¢ eternal life to your neighbours, you fhall
¢ receive death at their hands: Which, faith
¢ Mr. Danvers, Aufin accomplithed accor-
¢ dingly, by bringing the Saxons upon them
¢ to their utter ruin.’

How far St. Auftin might be conicerned in
bringing upon the Britons their ruin, does not
appear. Fabian commends him as a great
faint and a prophet : indeed, immediately af-
ter his words above quoted, and at the end
of the paragraph, he adds, ¢ the which was
¢ put in experience by Ethelfridus king of
¢ Northumberland? Some authors do look
tipon it as the accomplifhment of his predi-
Etion : But be that as it will, the Britains
ftill held their integrity ; neither promifes
nor threats could prevail with them to ad-

mit
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mit of the leaft change in their ancient cu-
ftoms.
Rapin, upon this head, obferves ; ¢ ThatIbid. p. 63.
¢ Auftin had not only prefled the Brizons to a
¢ conformity with the church of Rome, and
¢ obedience to the Papal authority, but alfo
¢ had reproached them for their negligence
¢ and want of zeal, in not promoting the con-
¢ verfion of the Saxons. Perhaps, fays ke,
¢ he defigned to intimate to them, that the
¢ converfion of all England ftuck only at the
¢ union he propofed to them. However this
¢ be, thefe words of Auftin were looked upon
¢ as a prediction of the maffacre of the monks
¢ of Bangor:> Which, fays Mr. Fox, not Martyrolgy,
¢ long after, fo came to pafs, by the means Vol.I. p.154.
¢ of Etbelfride, king of Northumberland s
¢ who being yet a Pagan, and ftirred with
¢a fierce fury againft the Britains, came,
¢ with a great army, againft the city of Che-
< fter, where Brockmaile, the conful of that
¢city, a friend and helper of the Britains
¢ fide, was ready with his force to receive
“him. There was at the fame time at
¢ Bangor in Wales, an exceeding great Mo-
¢ naftery,wherein was fuch a number of monks,
“as Galfridus with other authors do tefti-
¢ fy, that if the whole company were divided
¢ into feven parts, in every of the feven parts
¢ were contained not fo few as three hun-
¢ dred monks, which all did live with the
¢ fweat of their brows, and labour of their
¢ own hands, having one for their ruler na-
¢med Dino. Out of this Monafiery came
¢ the monks of Chefter, to pray for the good
¢ fuccefs of Brockmile, fighting for them a-
¢ gaintt the Saxons, Three days they conti-
b 4 ¢ nued
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“nued in fafting and prayer. When Etbel-
¢ fride, the aforefaid king, feeing them fo
¢ intentive to their prayers, demanded the
¢ caufe of their coming thither in fuch a comr-
¢ pany 3 and when he perceived it was to
¢ pray for their conful ; then faith he, al-
¢ though they bear no weapon, yet they fight
¢ againft us; and, with their prayers and
¢ preachings they perfecute us. Where-
¢ upon, after that Brockmaile being over-
* come did flee away, the king commanded
¢ his men to turn their weapons againft the
¢ filly unarm’d monks, of whom he flew, at
¢ the fame time, or rathcr martyr’d, eleven
“ hundred [Fuller fays twelve] only fifty
¢ perfons of that number did fiie and efcape
¢ away with Brockmaile;, the reft were all
¢ flain.?

The late reverend Dr. Calamy, who feems
to bave taken not a little pains on this head :

God's Conzern Hle quotes Gildas, who wrote about the year
for bis glory inof Chrift 564. and faid ;3 ¢ That Chrift

222 Britith

Jeis p. 6

¢ lbewing bis bright light to all the world,
¢ afforded bis rays, that is, bis precepts, in
€ the latter end of the reign, as we know, of
¢ Tiberius Cafar, when bis religion was pro-
¢ pagated without any hindrance. And if he
¢ meant this, fays the doctor, of the publica-
‘tion of the gofpel in Britain, which has
¢ been the moft prevailing opinion, we muft
¢allow him to have had better advantages
¢ for the knowing this with certainty then,
¢ than we can have at this diftance. Accord-
¢ ing to this account, this Ifland had Chrifti-
¢anity preach’d in it, within five years of
¢our Saviour’s crucifixion, which was very
¢ carly 5 perhaps too early, fays he, all cir-

¢ cum-
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¢ cumftances confider’d, for a place that lay
“fo remote. A late learned writer therefore Stillingflect's
< afferts, That thofe words of Gildas haveOrig. Brit.
“ been mifunderftood, and applied to theLib-I-Ch-i.
¢ particular preaching of the gofpel in Bri-
¢ tain 3 whereas they were meant of the ge-
¢ neral liberty of preaching it throughout the
< world. But be it as it will, as to that, all
< ancient writers agree, that Chriftianity was
¢ planted in this land very foon, confidering
< its diftance from Fudea.

¢« *Tis evident, that after Chriftianity ob-
¢ tained here, a great part of the inhabitants
¢ ftill continued Pagans, and yet our holy
¢ religion made a progrefs. As it got ground,
¢ the temples of their ancient idols were fome
¢ of them deftroy’d, and others of them de-
< dicated to the true and living God. We
¢ have no account of fuch feverities here in
¢ the primitive times againt the followers of
< a crucified Jefus as in other countries. That
¢ which was the laft of the ten perfecutions
< under the Reman emperors feems to have
¢ been the firft that affected this Ifland. But
¢ in that general calamity, in the reign of
¢ Dioclefian and Maximian, about the year 303,
¢ the Chriftians here were very great fufferers.
< ’Tis faid, That Maximian a/moft rooted out yer Brit.
¢ the Chriftian religion from Britain ; and Eccl. Antiq.
¢ that they who fuffered martyrdom were almoft C2p- 7
< beyond number. Gildas tells us, That zheir
< churches were thrown down, and all the
< books of boly fcriptures that could be found,
¢ were burnt in the fireets s and the chofen
< priefts of the flock of our Lord, together
¢ with the innocent fhecp, murdered. St. Al-
¢ ban of Verulam, and Aaron, and Fulius of

¢ Carlifle
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¢ Carlifle upon Usk in Monmouthfbire, and
¢ many others, fealed the truth of Chriftia-
¢ nity with their blood.
¢ But when the ftorm was over, which did
¢ not laft much above a year, the Chriftians
¢ here, as well as in other parts, fled out of
¢ the woods and dens and caves, where they
¢ had hid themfelves, and rebuilt their demo-
¢ lithed churches, and flourithed to a great
¢ degree, both in peace and unity. They
¢ were much favourd by Conftantius, the
¢ father of Conftantine, who continued for
¢ the latter part of his life here in Britain ;
¢ and would fuffer no man to die for his reli-
Eufeb. e it. ¢ gion in his dominions. It was here alfo that
Contt. M.Lx. ¢ Conftantine himfelf, who was a native of
S % this Ifland, firft declared himfelf a Chri-
ny c.“éff' ¢ ftian, or inclined that way 3 which it is not
¢ likely he would have publickly done, had
¢ not 2 good part of his army been of that
¢ religion: And upon his advancement to the
¢ imperial throne, ’tis not to be wonder’d at,
¢ if more fplendor-attended Chriftianity as it
¢ was here profefled, than had been known
* before. But I have not, fays the doctor,
¢ upon the ftricteft enquiry I have been able
¢ to make, hitherto been able to difcern fuf-
¢ ficient ground to apprehend, that from the
¢ beginning, churches, or places of worfhip,
¢ were fo nobly adorn’d, or church govern-
< ment fo modelled in this Ifland, as fome
¢ time after ; or that the prelatical form of
< government was any part of that glory that
¢ was at firft declared in this Ifland’ And
he fpends fome pages in vindication of his
own opinion thereupon, in oppofition to what
had been written in favour of the prelatical par-
2 ‘tys
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¢ty ; which I pafs, as foreign to my defign.

¢ Britain, fays the doftor, was alfo fadly
¢ infefted with the PifZs and Scots; which,
¢ after various ftruggles, when no more help
< could be had from the Romans, was the
¢ occafion of calling the Saxons to their affi-
¢ ftance. Thefe Saxons, whom Gildas calls,
¢ A nation, odious both to God and Man,
¢ came hither to be a {courge to the Britons,
¢ about the year of Chrift 450. They were
¢ at firft received as guelts, and treated as
< ftipendiaries, in oppofition to the barbari-
¢ ans ; but at length found themfelves ftrong
<enough to fet up for mafters; laid the
¢ whole country wafte, and drove the old
¢ Britifb Chriftians into the barren mountains
¢ of Wales; and occafion’d fuch confufion
¢ and defolation, as Gildas, who wrote a few
¢ years after, thought could never be enough
¢ lamented. That writer defcribes their cruel-
¢ ties, and the judgment of heaven upon a fin-
¢ ful people, which they were the inftruments
¢of inflicting, in fuch a manner, as muft
¢ needs affet all that read his account. He
¢ fays, That all the towns, with the beating
¢ of the rams, and all the townfmen, paftors
< priefls and people, with naked fwords, that
< glittered on all fides, and crackling flames,
¢ were together whirled to the ground. And Ranulph.
¢ our hiftorians fay, that they fcarce left the Nig. iz Chro-
¢ face of Chriftianity where they prevailed. "’)’éé‘f”d Mat,
¢ And yet pure religion was not hen 5 o onadt

d yet p giol even then A, D, g6,

¢ extirpated out of the Ifland.’ 596.

The doctor goes on, and fays; ¢ Beds,
¢ who wrote his hiftory about the year 731,
¢ gives us a great deal of light; though al-
¢ lowance muft be made for his being himfelf

‘a
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¢ a Saxon, and not very friendly to the Bri-
¢ tifb churches, and for his having a mona-
¢ ftick tincture.  Chriftianity, in a new edi-
¢ tion of it, with great improvements, as to
¢ outward pomp, was, during -this period,
¢ received from Rome, through the hands of
¢ Auftin the monk, about the year 598. But
¢ there was a purer Chriftianity in the Ifland
¢ before, that was much freer from adultera-
¢ tions and corruptions, than that which was
¢ now introduced under the fame name. There
¢ were great contefts between thofe of the old
¢ ftamp, and thofe of the new. The former
¢ lived in Wales and Scotland, and the latter
¢ in the heart of the country. So that there
¢ were confiderable debates on foot in this
¢ Ifland, between Conformifts and Nonconfor-
¢ mifts, in ancient as well as in modern times :
¢ And the one fort was apt to carry it with
¢ an high hand, and the other was forced to
¢ be fatisfied with the confcience of their own
¢ integrity then, as well as now. The Con-
¢ formifts then were, in all things, for the me-
¢ thods of the church of Rome ;3 and the Noxn-
< conformifts were for the ways and methods
< of the ancient Chriftians, and difowning
< impofitions. And they were called too, The
¢ Schifmaticks of Britain and Ireland ; becaufe
< they would not receive the Romifb altera-
¢ tions, nor fubmit to the autbority by which
¢ they were impofed. In the year 601, fays

Lib.ii. Cap.ii. ¢ the doftor, there was a {ynod, called by

¢ Auftin, to which, Bede tells us, the bithops,
¢ or dotors of the next province of the Bri-
< tons, were fummon’d ; in which the abbot
¢ of Bangor gave him a free anfwer to his de-
¢ mand of conformity to Rome. He told

¢ him,
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¢ him, That they, the ancient Chriftions of.
¢ this Ifland, were obedient, and [ubjelts to
“the church of God, and to the pope of
* Rome, and to every godly Chriftian; to
¢ love every one in bis degree, in perfeét cha-
rityy and to belp every one of them by word
¢ and deed, to be the children of God: And
¢ other obedience than this be knew not to be
“due to bim whom be called the pope, &c.
¢ And many of the poor monks, not long
¢ after, loft their lives, in return for this free-
¢ dom and refolution.’

The doctor, having fhewn the great conteft
in the church about Eafter, fays, ¢ It ought
¢ not to be forgotten, that the difference be-
< tween thefe old Conformifts and Nonconfor-
¢ mifis, did not lie only in the time of keep-
¢ ing Eafter 5 they differed alfo about Bap-
¢ tifm: For that was one of the three things
¢ Auftin infifted on in his converfation with
¢ the Briti/b doctors; that they fhould, for
¢ the future, adminifter baptifm after the man-
¢ ner of the church of Rome; which is an
¢ argument they did not ufe to do fo before.’

The doltor here fecems to be at a ftand,
left his ancient Nonconformifts, which may
very well be fuppofed to be Englifb Baptifts,
fhould, by his readers, be taken as fuch:
And therefore, in a comment upon the ac-
count he has given, tells us thus: ¢ Where-
¢ in the difference, fays be, between the old
¢ Britons and the Romans, properly lay about
¢ Baptifm, is not fo evident. Pits frankly
¢ owns, he did not know what it was, Relar.
¢ Hift. e rebus anglicis, p. 19. Nor does
¢ Bede explain it, nor any of our ancient
< writers that I have converfed with, Some

¢ have |
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¢ have thought they differ’d about the fubjeéts
¢ of baptifm; and that whereas the Romans
< baptized infants, the Britons were againft
¢ infant baptifm ; and an argument has beenr
¢ drawn from thence by the Antipzedobap-
¢ tifts : But an anfwer is returned to 1t by
“ Mr. Wall, in his Hiftory of infant baptifm,
¢ p. 32%. where he obferves, that Pelagius
¢ being a native of Britain, his declaring
¢ that he never heard of any Chriftian, Ca-
¢ tholick or Seftary, that deny’d infant bap-
¢ tifm, is a good evidence that his country-
¢ men did not do it. It feems more likely,
¢ that this difference thould have been about
¢ the mode of Baptifm, and the very words
¢ of Auftin, as Bede relates the matter, feem
¢ to look that way. For he would have them
¢ adminifter baptifm, for the future, after
¢ the manner of the church of Rome. Now I
¢ know of nothing fo remarkable in the man-
¢ ner of baptizing in the church of Rome at
¢ that time, as the #rine immerfion. That
¢ this was cuftomary in that church, is affert-
¢ ed by Walafridus Strabo, de rebus Ecclefie,
¢ Cap. 26. And though we have no pofitive
¢ evidence, as I know of, that a fingle im-
¢ merfion, or afperfion, or pouring of water,
¢ was ufed among the ancient Britons in their
¢ baptifm ; yet, till fomething elfe is menti-
¢ on’d, witha furer appearance of probability,
¢ I am inclined to believe, this was the mat-
¢ ter of that part of the difference’’

I muft beg leave to obférve here, That
this worthy gentleman, upon the ftricteft en-
quiry, as he fays, could not difcern fufficient
ground to apprehend, that churches, or pla-
ces of worthip, were fo nobly adorned ;

or



The PREFACE.

or church-government fo modelled in this
Ifland, as fometime after ; or that the pre-
latical form of government was any part
of that glory, that was at firft declared in
this Ifland ; and takes fome confiderable
pains to prove it, in oppofition to a ve-
nerable prelate of the church of England,
who, in an hiftorical account of church go-
vernment, as it was in Great Britain and
Ireland, when they firft received the Chri-
ftian religion, undertook to prove, that it
was much the fame from the firft, that it is
at prefent.  But the doctor did not tell us he
could not difcern fufficient ground for infant
baptifm ; which, I think, isas undifcernable
as the other: Neither has he taken notice of
any of thofe many inftances we have of the
churches practice refpecting baptifm. It may
be, his eyes were fo fixed on the prelatical
point, he could not fee thofe trifling points
of adult baptifm, and by immerfion ; which
were apparently the practice of the church in
thofe days : For we have no mention of the
practice of chriftening or baptizing children
in England before the coming of St. Auftin :
And it is evident, be being the pope’s legate,
brought it from Rome : And the door him-
felf owns, the Britifh church was not yet cor-
rupted with the fuperftitions of the Romifb
church. But the doctor feems to be under a
neceffity to own (becaufe he fays it ought not
to be forgotten) That one of the points in
difference between St. Auftin and the Britifh
Chriftians, was that of baptifin ; and fhould
we allow the doctor his way of reafoning on
the ¢rine immerfion (which we cannot) what
will become of his fprinkling 2

But,

xxx1
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But, to me, the evidence of Fabian, for
ought that appears to the contrary, isas good,
if not much better, than that of Pelagius :
Becaufe, if Pelagius did fay fo, it is rather a
proof of his great ignorance. For it is un-
deniable, that many, before his time, denied
infant baptifm. Befides, that he did fay
fo, only depends upon the veracity of a
pope; and but few Proteftants will believe
what the pope fays, merely upon his own
word, in oppofition to any of their dotrines.
However, the arguments for and againft this
point, you may fee in #Wall, Wills and Dan-
vers. But this is evident, Auftin did not ufe
many- ceremonies in baptifm ; as appears by
his performing it in rivers, and baptizing ten
thoufand in one day, asaforefaid ; and there-
fore could not infift upon their baptizing after
the manner of Rome, as one of the three
fundamental points, to be comply’d with by
the Britains ; unlefs the Romifb manner of
baptizing was quite different then from what
it has been fince: Becaufe Bede, an author
vaftly more ancientthan Fabian, doesaffirm,
that one of the three things infifted on by Au-
Jitin was, That the Britons thould ¢ com-
¢ pleat the miniftration of baptifm (by which
¢ we are born again unto God) according to
¢ the cuftom of the holy Roman and apoftolic
¢ church.” Lib.ii. Cap. ii.

That the controverfy about the baptizing
of infants, was agitated in England, at this
time, appears from hence ; becaufe one of
thofe difficulties that A4u/tin met with was this,
For when he fent over certain difficult cafes
to the bifhop of Rome, for his advice and

diretion, after he had defired to know,
what
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what he fhould do with the bithops of Bri-

tain, who had rejeéted his propofals, he

made this enquiry 3 How long a child may be¢ Fox's Martyr.
left unbaptized, if there was no prefent dan-Vol.1.p.agi.
ger of death.

The fubje? of baptifm being now changed
in England, and by a Romi/b emifary, fo
ignorant in the rite, as appears by his que-
ftion to the pope, and introduced by fuch a
bloody maffacre of thofe glorious witnefles of
Chrift, which did arife %'om their Chriftian
courage and zeal againft thofe antichriftian
impofitions of the Romilb church: One would
think the pedobaptift Proteftants could not be
fo tenacious about a rite fprung from fo foul a
beginning, as to martyr fuch a multitude as has
been martyr’d in this kingdom for oppofing
it. Yet the mode of baptilm (which has been,
and is ftill too much ridicul’d by the rigid
part of the pedosbapitifts) continued about one
thoufand Years longer ; and baptifm was per-
formed by dipping thofe who were baptized,
into the water.

Baptizing in churches did not begin in
England till about the year 627; when king
Edwin built one on purpofe to be baptized in
himfelf. He was one of the Saxon kings in
England 3 and having a Chriftian queen, was
perfuaded to have his daughter, and twelve
more, baptized by Paulinus 3 and afterwards
was baptized himfelf at 2ork, by the fame
perfon.  From the converfion of this king,
to the end of his reign, which was about fix
years, Pauwlinus, bithop of York, continued
chriftening in the rivers Gwenie and Swala,
ufing the faid rivers for his fonts. He was
forced to 8y from his bifhoprick in a time of

¢ pesfe-
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perfecution ; but one Fames, his deacon, a
good and holy man, continued there bapti-
zing and preaching in the north parts of
England.
Ch. Hifforyy, ~ Mr. Fuller’s Account is this: He fays,
Lib. ii. p- 73-¢ King Edwine, almoft three years a candi-
¢ date at large of Chriftianity, cordially em-
¢ braceth the fame ; and, with many of his
¢ nobles, and multitudes of his fubjelts, is
¢ folemnly baptized by Paulinus, in the little
¢ church of St. Peter’s in York, haftily fet-up
¢by the king for that purpofe, and after-
¢ ward by him changed into a firmer and fairer
¢ fabrick?
Martyrolgy, ~ Mr. Fox tells us, That ¢ after this [an in-
Vol. 1. p.156.¢ tended affaflination which king Edwin efca-
< ped] about #hitfontide, the king being
¢ {cantly whole of his wound, affembled his
¢ hoft, intending to make war againft the
¢ king of Welt Saxons [who fent the affaflin
¢ ptivily to flay him] promifing to Chrift to
¢ be chriftened, if he would give him the
¢ victory over his enemies ; and in token
¢ thereof caufed his daughter, born of Edel-
¢ burge, the fame Eafter day when he was
¢ wounded, named Eufled, to be baptized,
¢ with twelve others of his family, of Pauli-
¢ nus’— who addrefled himfelf to the king,
after his conqueft, in thefe words; ¢ Behold,
¢ O king, you have vanquithed your ene-
¢ mies 3 you have obtained your kingdom ;
¢ now perform the third thing, which you pro-
¢ mifed, that is, toreceive the faith of Chrift,
¢and to be obedient to him. Whereupon,
¢ fays Mr. Fox, the king conferring with his
< counfel, and his nobles, was baptized of the
“faid Paulinus ar York, with many of l}llis
< ¢ other
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other fubjects with him.” And inthe mar-
gin fays, he was baptized in St. Peter’s
church at 2ork ; which he firft caufed to be
made of wood, which after, by St. Ofwald,
was builded of ftone— ¢ From that time
¢ forth, during the life of Edwin, which was
¢ the term of fix years more, Paulinus chri-
¢ ften’d continually in the rivers of Gwenie
¢ and Swala, in both provinces of Deira and
¢ Bernicia, ufing the faid rivers for his fonts,
“and preached in the thire of Lincefcie,
¢ where he builded alfo a church of ftone at
¢ Lincolne’ And in the margin, fays, Note,
Paulinus chriften’d in rivers.

Rapin agrees in his teftimony as to this 3 Hif. of Engl.
and gives a full account from Bede, of the Vol. I. p. 69,
feveral fats before related. He fays, ¢ Que- 7°
¢ celin, one of the kings of We[fex, bore the
¢ yoke of Edwin with that impatience, that
¢ he refolved to free himlelf from it, by
¢ means of an affaifin, whom he fent to him
con fome pretence, privately armed with
¢ a poifoned dagger. The Ruifin being in-
¢ troduced into the prefence chamber, took
¢ his opportunity, and made fo furious a pafs
¢ at the king, that he was wounded through
¢ the body of Lilla his favourite, who inter-
¢ pofed himfelf, and received the blow. Pax-
¢ linus being informed of this accident, ha-
¢ ftily ran into the room; and finding Edwin
¢ in a great rage with the king of #%¢fjex, told
¢ him, God, to whom fuch wretches were an
¢ abomination, would not fail to punifth fo
¢ horrid a villany. It is faid, that Edwin,
¢ whom the queen had hitherto folicited in
¢ vain, promifed, at the fame time, to re-
* nounce-idolatry, if the God of the Chrifti-

c 2 ‘ars
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¢ ans would revenge him of his enemy. At
¢ the fame inftant news was brought him,
¢ That the queen, after 2 hard labour, was
* brought to bed of a princefs ; for which he
¢ rewurned thanks to his gods.  Paulinus, for
¢ his part, having been in great fears for the
* queen, fell upon his knees, and thanked
¢ God for her deliverance. ‘The prelate’s zeal
¢ was fo pleafing to the king, that immedi-
¢ ately conceiving a favourable opinion of
¢ the Chriftian religion, he confented, Pau/i-
¢ nus thould baptize the new born infantm~—
¢ Edwin however, not forgetting the perfidi-
¢ oufnefs of the king of #ffex, marched with
¢an army into his dominions; and, after
¢ defeating him feveral times, compelled him
¢ humbly to fue for peace, and make him
¢ ample fatisfaction.  But though he returned
¢ with victory, according to his with, he de-
¢ ferred the performance of his promifes.
¢ When the queen and Paulinus preffed him
¢ upon that head, he told them, the quitting
¢ his religion feemed to him to be of that im-
¢ portance, that he could not refolve upon it
¢ without a thorough examination of mat-
¢ ters. —- The queen and Paulinus continued
¢ to folicit the king to perform his promife;
¢ and to give the greater weight to what they
‘faid to him, they got the pope to write
¢ hima letter. But all would not do; Ed-
¢ wiz ftill demurred, and could not come to
¢ arefolution: atlaft, the circumftances.of the
¢ vifion he had formerly feen in the garden of
¢ Redowald, being, as it is pretended, re-
¢ vealed to Paulinus, the work was accom-
¢ plithed in an extraordinary way. Bede re-
¢ lates, How that one day, as the king }vas

¢ fur-
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¢ furrounded with a cowd of courtiers, Paulinus
¢ came in fuddenly, and laying his hand on
¢ Edwin’s head, afk’d him, Whether he un-
¢ derftood the meaning of that roken, At
¢ thefe words, Edwin recolletting what had
¢ pafled between him and the firanger in Re-
< dowald’s garden, threw himfelf at Pauli-
¢ nus’s feet3; who, with an air of authority,
¢ faid to him thus: My Lord, You have efca-
¢ ped the bands of your enemies, and are be-
“come a great king, All that was foretold
< you is come to pafs 3 it is your duty now to
< make good your promife. Upon hearing this,
¢ Edwin is faid to reply, he was fully fatis-
© fied, and ready to receive the Chriftian
¢ faith. From that moment he ftrove not
¢ only to be better informed himfzlf, but alfo
¢ to prevail with his fubjects to follow his ex-
¢ ample and embrace the gofpel.— Edwin
¢ be’m‘% fure of the concutrence of the high
¢ prieft, and fome of his principal courtiers,
< called a Wittena gemot, or parliament, to
¢ debate whether the Chriftian religion fhould
¢ be received or not.—— It paffed without
¢ any oppofition. The fame day Ed-
¢ win was baptized, with his neice Hilda, af-
© terwards Abbefs of Whitdy.

¢« The Northumbrians following the exam-
¢ ple of their king; Paulinus, who till then
¢ had lain idle, on a fudden found himfelf
¢ fully employ’d by the prodigious crowds
¢ that daily came to be taught and baptized.”
[Bede fays, that Paulinus coming one time Tindal's 7oteg
with the king and queen, to a place called®* Rapin,
Adregrin, fpent there thirty fix days fromP 7%
morning till night, in inftru&ing and bap-
tizing (in the river Gflems) the people that

€3 flocked
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flocked to him from all quarters] ¢ But if it
¢ be true, as fome affirm, That he baptized
“in one day ten thoufand, his inftrutions
¢ muft needs have been very concife.” [The
fame is faid of St. Auftin, and both the rivers
are called Swale. It may feem incredible,
that Paulinus fhould baptize fo many in one
day. But'this difficulty is removed in an an-
cient fragment quoted by Mr. Cambden :
The archbifhop, after he ha<! confecrated the
river Swale, commanded by the cryers and
principal men, that they fhould, with faith,
go in two by two, and in the name of the
holy Trinity baptize each other.] ¢ A church
of timber was haftily run up at York for
¢ the new converts, who were very numerous.
¢ Shortly after, Edwin laid the foundation
¢ of a church of freeftone round the former,
¢ which ftood till the other of ftone was
¢ built. He had not the fatisfaction to finith
“it; which was done by Ofwald his fuc-
¢ ceflor.’

The cuftom of having godfathers for adult
perfons as well as children, I find was ufed fo
early as the year 640.

Mr. Fox, after having related a fable of
Berinus’s walking upon the fea, fayss ¢ This
¢ Berinus being received in the fhip again,
¢ with a great admiration of the mariners,
¢ who were therewith converted and bap-
< tized, was driven, at laft, by the weather,
¢ to the coaft of the #eft Saxons ; where Ki-
¢ nigilfus, and his brother Quicilinus, did
¢ reign. Which two kings, the fame time,
¢ by the preaching of Berinus, were convert-
¢ ed and made Chriftian men, with the people
¢ of the country, being before rude and bar-

¢ barous.
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< barous, It happen’d the fame time, wheu
«the forefaid kings fhould be chriften’d,
< that Ofwaldus, king of Northumberland,
¢ was then prefent, and the fame day marri-
“ed Kinigilfus his daughter, and alfo was
¢ godfatber to the king’

Mr. Fuller agrees as tothe fact ; but places Churck Hip.
it in the year 636. His words are thefe :Lib. ii. p.79.
S Birinus here [in the South-weft part of
¢ England) fets up his ftaff epifcopal ; fixeth
¢ himfelf; falls a preaching ; converts many,
¢and amongft the reft, Kyngils, the Weft
< Saxon king, whom he baptized. Ofwald,
¢ king of Nortbumberland, chanced to be
¢ prefent at that time, and was firft godfather,
¢ then father in law to king Kyngills, to
¢ wham he gave his daughter to wife.’

St. Chad ¢ was, fays Sir Fobn Floyer, ON€ Hifory of cold
¢ of the firft converters of our nation, and&athing, p.17.
¢ ufed immer/fion, in the baptifm of the Saxons.
¢ And the well near Stow, which may bear
¢ his name, was, probably, his baptifiry, it
¢ being deep enough for immerfion, and con-
¢ veniently feated near the church, and that
¢ has the reputation of curing fore eyes, fcabs,
¢ &c. as moft holy wells in England do;
¢ which got that name from the baptizing the
¢ firft Chriftians in them, and to the memory
¢ of the holy bifhops who baptized in them,
¢ they were commonly dedicated, and called
¢ by their names.’

This faint Chad lived about the year 656 ;3 Anno 656.
and, fays Mr. Fuller, was ¢ born in Nor- Church Hifl.
< thumberland, bred likewife in Holy ifland, Lib. ii. p. 84.
¢ and fcholar to Aidanus. He was bifhop of

¢ Litchfield, a mild and modeft man— who
C 4 < made
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¢ made many Chriftians, and amongft the
¢ reft Walfade and Rufine.

Among the ecclefiaftical laws of Iaas, or
Jvs, one of the Weft Saxon kings, who be-
gan his reign in the year 689, and reigned
thirty feven years, this was ene ; ¢ That in=
¢ fants thould be baptized within thirty days:*
Which fuppofes that fome, in thofe times,
were for delaying their baptifm.

¢ Wilfrid, fays Sir Fobn Floyer, converted

bathing, Pt. 1. ¢ the South Saxons to the faith, et lavacrum

P- 57-

Ibid. p. 11.

Anno 873.

¢ falutis minifirabat. Edilmalch, their king,
¢ was baptized in Mercia, whofe king, Wulf-
¢ bere being prefent, Bede, in his fourth book,
¢ makes him his godfather: A4 guo etiam de
¢ fonte egreffus loco filti fufceptas ¢ft. Bede, in
¢ his firft book, relates how Ceadwella, the
¢ king of the Wef Saxons, left his kingdom
¢ and went to Rome ; ut ad limina beatorum
< apoftolorum fonte baptifmatis abimeretur;
< and that he was baptized, die fani fabbati
¢ pafchalis, Apno 689 And in another
place, fays Sir Fobn, ¢ The Chriftian bap-
<tifim fucceeded the Gentile purifications s
¢and that was performed by immerfion in
¢ England, and all parts, at the firft plantitg
¢ of Chriftianity. In the life of AEifredns
¢ [who began his reign over England in the
¢ year 872.] we find that Guthramnas the
¢ Dane, with thirty of his companions, were:
¢ baptized in a fountain; and Aifredus de
< baptifterio  fufteptum - nominat Athbelfton 3
¢ and they ufed 4 fecond rite of ablution, cum
< ogftes candide deponerentury fuch practices
¢ of ablution of children, which.is both reli-
¢ gious and phyfical, is practifed in the Eaft-

¢ Indies,
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¢ Indies, as Albert de Mandefboes informs us
¢in his travels among them.——- And be-
< caufe it is ufually objected, fays Sir Fobn,
< that thefe religious practices of immerfion
¢ are fuitable to hot regions, and not to toldy
<1 will give fome quotations from the wri-
¢ ters of travels into thofe cold countries ; o
¢ fhew that the northern people ufe fuch
¢ practices. »

« The Mufcovites, fays Sir Fobn, fromIbid.p. 13,
¢ Olearius, believe themfelves the only Chri-
¢ ftians, becaufe they are immerfed into the
¢ water, and not fprinkled; and they will
¢ receive no profelytes till they are rebaptized
¢ by immerfion. They therefore dip their
< children in the fonts; and all perfons of
< riper years are plunged into rivers 4t their
¢ baptifms. And Olearins farther affirms,
¢ page g6. That they often break the ice to
¢ get them into the water.

¢ Olearins alfo delivers the manner of thelbid. p. 14,
< baptifm of the Arminians; who fet their
< children maked in the font, and peur water
¢ on their heads and bodies three tirhes.

¢ In Tavernier’s travels ’tis obferved, that
¢ the Chrittians of Balfara in Afia, who anci-
¢ ently lived near Fordan, never baptize but in
¢ rivers ; and that the godfathers plunge the
< child all over into the water. And every
¢ year thefe difciples of St. Fobn celebrate a
¢ feaft for five days; during which time
¢ they are baptized, according to the bap-
¢ tifm of St. Jobn. Tavernier alfo farther
¢ obferves, That the Armintans plunge their
¢ children into rivers at Chriftmas; and he
¢ wonders that the extremity of the weather
¢ does mot kill the children, The king of

I ¢ Perfia
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¢ Perfia is oft prefent at this ceremony, per-
¢ formed at Chriftmas, near Ifpaban.

I have been informed, fays Sir Jobn, that
aur Highlanders oft dip their children in cold
water.

King Etbelred, who came to the crown in
the year 976, appears to have been baptized
by a total immerfion, from an accident that
happen’d at his baptifm.

Mr. Fox, who calls him Egelred, fays:
< Of this Egelred, it is read, That when Dun-
¢ fan the archbithop fhould chriften him,
¢ ag he did hold him over the font, fome-
¢ thing there happen’d that pleafed not Dun-
< ftan; whereupon he fware, per faniiam
¢ Mariam, ifte ignavus homo erit, by the
< mother of Chrift, he will be a prince unto-
< ward and cowardly.’

Mr. Fuller is more plin; and fays,
¢« Ethelred with whom Dunflan had a
¢ quarrel from his cradle ; becaufe, when an
¢ infant, be left more water in the font then
<.be found there at his baptizing from
¢ fuch his addition, Dunfian prognofticated an
¢ inundation of Danes would enfue in this
¢ Ifland.

Sir Fobn Floyer, plainer yet, in anfwer to
the objetion, That it never was the cuftom-
to immerfe children in England, fays, ¢1
¢ will give this remarkable inftance of the
¢ baptifm of king Edgar’s fon Etbelred, in
< Polydere Virgil’s own words : Is dum bapti-
¢ gabatur, cum [sbito in facrum fontem con-
¢ felli cibi veliquias ex alvo emififfet, traditur
¢ Dunftanus predixifle ita futurum, ut ille
¢ quandoque ingens patrie incommodum dede-
¢ cafgue afferres’

Mr,



The PREFACE. xllii

Mr. Fox, to fhew that the government of
Chrift’s church in England, did not depend
upon the pope, but hath been direted by
fuch princes as God had placed under him
to govern the people of this realm, has given
us a table of the ecclefiaftical laws made by
feveral of the kings of England, for the go-
vernment of the Britifb church. I fhall only
take notice of that of Canutus the Dane, who Anno 1016.
began to reign in this land Awne 1016.
Among many other ecclefiaftical laws, he made
this: ¢ That every Chriftian man under- 4&s and Mon.
¢ ftand the points of his faith ; and that, at Vol I
¢ the leaft, he learn perfeétly the Lords-F'°'7
¢ prayer and the creed ; and that whofoever
¢ cannot, the fame fhall be excluded from
¢ the eucharift, and fhall not be received, to
¢ undertake for others in baptifm.’

Though the daptifm of infants feems now
to be pretty well eftablithed in this realm ;
yet the praltice of immerfion in baptifm con-
tinued many years longer ; and there were
not perfons wanting to oppofe infant baptifin,
For in the time of #illiam the conqueror,
and his fon William Rufus, it appears; that
the Waldenfes and their difciples, out of
France, Germany and Holland, had their fre-
quent recourfe and refidence, and did abound
in England. Mr. Danvers cites bithop Ufber, Trear. of Bayr.
who, he fays, tells us, ¢ That the Beringa-p- 275.
¢ rian, or Waldenfian herefy, as the chrono-
¢ loger calls it, had, about that time, vsz.
¢ Anno 1080. generally corrupted all France,
:¢ Italy and England. And further, the faid
¢ bifhop tells us, out of Guitmond, a popith
¢ writer of that time, That not only the
¢ meaner fort in the country willages, but the

¢ nobi-
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¢ nobility and gensry ifi the chiefeft towns and
¢ cities, were #nfesfed therewith ; and there-
¢ fore doth Lanfrank, who was archbiffiop
¢ of Canterbary, in the time of both thefe
¢ kings, about the year 1087, write a book
¢ againft them.

“In the time of Henry 1. and king §te-
< phen, the faid bithop Uber tells us, out of
* Popliner’s hiftory of France, That the Wal-
¢ denfes of Aquitain did, about the year 1100.
¢ fgread themfelves and their doftrines all
¢ Eyrope over, whereof he mentions England
¢ in particular.’

About the year 1148, there came about
thirty -perfons of the #aldenflan {e€k over into
England, and endeavour’d to feminate their
dottines here : Thefe are fuppofed to reject
infant baptifm 3 the two chief of them were
Gerberdus and Dulcinus.

Thus, fays Mr. Fox, ¢ Gerbardas and Dul-
& cimns Nanarenfis, who, ih their time, ac-
¢ eording to their gift, did earneftly labour and
¢ preach againft the church of Rome, defend-
¢ mg and maintaining, that prayer was not
< more holy in one place than in another;
« that the pope was antichrift ; that the clergy
< and prelates of Rome were reject, and the
¢ very whore of Babylon prefigured in the
¢ apocalypfe, &c. Peradventure, fays Mr.
¢ Fox, thefe had received fome light of know-
¢ ledge of the Waldenfes, who, at length,
¢ with a great ‘number og' t;:eir followers,
¢ were opprefled and flain by the pope.

« Illyricus, in his book De feftibus, refers
t yeth the time of thefe two to the year of our
¢ Lord 1280. But, a¢ I find in the flory of
¢ Roberr Guiskarney thefe two, about the
oAl . Year
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“year of eur Lord 1158, brought thirty
¢ with them into England ; who, by the king
¢ and the prelates, were all burnt in the fare-
¢ head, and fo driven out of the realm ; and
¢ after, were flain by the pope.’

Mr. Danvers cites Roger Hovsden Who 7eat. of Baps,
in_his anmls upon the year 1182, faith,p.277.
¢ That Henry 11. was then very favourable to
¢ the Waldenfian fe& in England 5 for where-
“as they burnt them in fome places of
¢ France, Iialy and Flanders, by great num-
¢ bers, he would not in the leaft fuffer any
¢ fuch thing here, he being in his own wives
¢ right, poflet of Aquitain, Positou, Guien,
¢ Gafeoyn, Normandy, &c. the principal pla-
© ces where the W aldenfes and Albigenfes in-
¢ babited, and who being his fubje&s in
¢ France, had the freer egrefs into his serri-
¢ tories here.

¢ In the time of Richard 1. and king Fobn,
¢we read of no oppofition made againft
¢ them, being times of great trouble, what
¢ by Richard’s abfence in the boly wars, and
¢ his imprifonment by the emperor at his re-
“turn ; and the grievous wars, both forei
“and domeftic, that attended king Fobn,
“and the great contefts he had with the
¢ pope, who interdicted his kingdom, forbad
¢ all publick worfip in the nation, for the
¢ fpace of fix years, only admitting of pri-
¢ vate baptifm to infants, procured the greater
¢ freedom to the Chriftians, as well as the
¢ greater opportunity in thofe difturbances to
¢ propagate the truth. =

¢ In the time of Henry 111, about the year
¢ 1234, as faith bithop Upksr out of Marth.
¢ Paris, The orders of the Friers Minorites

¢ came
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¢ came into England, to fupprefs this Wal-
¢ denfian herefy.?

In the time of king Edward the fecond,
about the year 1315. Walter Lollard, a
German preacher, a man of great renown
among the Waldenfes, came into England ;
he fpread their doétrines very much in thefe
parts; fo that afterwards they went by the
name of Lollards.

Says Mr. Fuller : ¢ By Lollards, all know
¢ the Wicklivites are meant; fo called from
¢ Walter Lollardus, one of their zeachers
¢ in Germany, flourifhing many years before
* Wickliffr, and much confenting with him in
¢ judgment.®

Of Wickliff, his opinions, and his follow-
ers, who were called Lollards, 1 have given
an account in Chap. i. of the firft volume.
I thall only now further obferve, That the
prattice of immerfion or dipping in baptifm,
continued in the church until the reign of
king FamesI. or about the year 1600.
which I fhall tranfcribe from that ingenious
and worthy gentleman, Sir Fobn Floyer of
Litchfield, Knt. who begins his third letter
concerning the ancient immerfion of infants in
baptifm, thus:

< Ty the Reverend the Dean and Canons, Re-

bathing. Bd.3. ¢ fidentiaries of the Cathedral Church of

p- 50.

¢ Litchfield.

¢ My Reverend friends,
¢ MY defign being to recommend the
¢ ufe of cold bathing to this country,
¢ I thought it neceffary for the affuring all
¢ people of the innocency of that praétice, to
¢ reprefent
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< reprefent to them the ancient cuftom of our
< church in the immerfion of infants, as well
¢ as all other people at their baptifm. AndI
¢ do here appeal to you, as perfons well verfed
¢ in the ancient hiftory, and canons, and ce-
¢ remonies of the church of England; and
¢ therefore are fufficient witnefles of the mat-
¢ ter of fa&t which I defign to prove, viz.
¢ That zmmerfion continued in the church of
¢ England iill about the year 1600. And from
¢ thence I fhall infer, that if God and the
¢ church thought that practice innocent for
¢ 1600 years, 1t muft be accounted an unrea-
¢ fonable nicety in this prefent age, to fcruple
¢ either immerfion or cold bathing as danger-
¢ ous practices.’

To prove that it was the general practice
of the primitive church to, baptize their con-
verts in fountains, ponds, or rivers; ¢ After
¢ that manner, fays he, all nations, whether
¢ Northern or Southern, received the baptif-
¢ mal ablution.

¢ The holy fcriptures inform us, that St.
¢ Fobn baptized in Fordan ; and this was part
< of our Englifb liturgy, That by the baptifm
< of thy well beloved fon, Fefus Chrift, did
< fanttify the flood Jordan, and all other waters.
¢ Paul baptized Lydia ina river. And Phi-
¢« lip baptized the eunuch in a water ; of
« whom ’tis writ, That they went both down
< into the water. Tertullian affirms, That
¢ Peter baptized many in the Tyser,

¢ *Tis certain, fays he, that there were no
¢ baptifteries buile till after the fecond century ;
¢ and then they were not built in the church,
¢ but out of it, and near to fome cathedral ;

2 ¢ where
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¢ where the bifhop ufd to baptize at the Eves
¢ of Eafter and Whitfontide

He cites St. Chryfoftom, St. Ambrofe and
St. Cyprias, to prove that baptifim was per-
foroy'd by immexfion : And then tells us, That
<in the time of Cludoveus, the French king’s
¢ baptifteries were built in the #%¢ffern church,
¢ and placed near the door on the left hard ;
¢ they were parted in the middle by a travers
¢ of wood ; one part was allotted to the wo-
¢ men, and the other to the men ; and Dea-
¢ conefles were appointed to affift in the bap-
¢ tizing of the women

¢ In all thefe baptifteries, fays he, they
¢ ufed immerfion ; and they defcended by
< fteps into them as into a fepulchre ; be-
¢ caufe we are faid to be buried with bim
¢ in baptifm; and it was the cuftom of the
¢ godfathers to reccive the men, and the God-
¢ mothers the women, as they came out of
¢ the water.

To anfwer the objeftion, That this practice
may be fitter for hot climates than the cold.
He cites the baptifm of king Lucius and his
people. by Phaganus and Deruvianus; and
how Panlinus baptized king Edwin at York,
and great numbers ia the rivers Glen, Swalva,
and Trakente, with other inftances to the
farce purpofe. And in conclufion fays; ¢ By
¢ all the preceding quotations from Bede, ’tis
* clearly prov’d, that émmerfion was the gene-
¢ ral pratice in the firft planting of Cheifti-
¢ anity in Eugland, and by the following in-
¢ ftances it will appear, that it was continued
* in the Englyh church till the time of King
* Fames 1.

‘Ia
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*In Spelmaw's Concilia, part the firft, in
¢ the fynod of Cheluchyth, under Wulfred
¢ archbithop of Canterbury, An. 821. cap. 22.
¢ I find thefe words ; Sciant etiam presbyteri,
¢ quando facrum baptifma minifirant, ut non
¢ effundant aquam [aniiam fuper capita in-
¢ fantum, [ed femper mergantur in lavacro,
¢ ficut exemplum prebuit per femet ipfum Dei
< filius omni credenti, quando elfet ter merfus
¢ in undis Fordanis.

¢ That the fame cuftom continued after-
¢ wards, appears by the Caffllian council in
¢ Ireland, Anno 1172, inpart fecond of Spel-
¢ man’s Concilia ; where it was order’d, Ut
¢ pueri deferventur ad ecclefiam, et ibi bapti-
¢ zentur in aqua munda, trina merfione. And
¢ in the year 1195, inthe council at 2ork, it
¢ was order’d, Ne in baptifmate plures quam
¢ tres fufcipiant puerum de facro fonte. And
¢ Spelman thews the continuance of immer-
¢ fion, by a ftatute made in the council at
¢ London, held 1200 3 Si wero puer in neceffi-
€ tate baptizetur a laico 5 [equentia immerfio-
< nem, non precedentia per facerdotem exple
¢ antar. Many more teftimonies of the im-
¢ merfion may be obferved in Spelman.

¢ In the conftitutions of Ric. Epife. Sa-
¢ rum, 1217, ’tis order’d, That in baptizing
¢of a boy, there fhall be but three, ad
¢ levandum puerum de fonte, And in the con-
< ftitutions of Ric. Epifc. Dunelm. 1220, ’tis
¢ order’d, That the water where the child is
¢ baptized, fhall not be kept above feven
¢days: And in the Synodus Wigornienfis,
¢ Trina femper fint immerfo baptizandi, An-
‘no 1240. And in the Synodus Exonierfis,
© 1287, & prer vite bapiizatus, non ipfa fub-

J S merficy
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< merfia, nec precedentia, [ed [ubfequentia per
¢ facerdotem fuppleantur. And the Synodus
<« Wintonienfis, Anno 1306, mentions the
< immerfion. 1 have quoted all the preceding
< paffages, fays Sir Fobn, from. Spelman,
¢ whofe credit cannot be queftioned: and I
< defire alfo thence to obferve, That the im-
“ merfion was always ufed to children as well
¢ as adult perfons.

< I will next, fays he, produce Linwood,
< who began to write his Conftitutiones An-
< glie, about the year 1422. And he gives
¢ the provincial conftitutions of Edmund Epifc.
¢ Cant. Anno Dom. 1234. Baptifterium babe-
< atur in qualibet ecclefia baptifmali lapideum,
¢ el aliud competens. And a competent bap-
¢ tiftery Linwood interprets big enough for the
¢ immerfion of the perfon to be baptized.
« And Linwood, p. 242. gives thefe remarks
<on the different ways of baptizing; al-
< though daptifm may be performed by afper-
< fion, or effufion of water, where there is
¢ fuch a cuftom, yet the more laudable cu-
¢ ftom is, that it fhould be done by immerfion 5
< and though the fmmerfion may be one, yet
¢ the cuftom of the trine immerfion is more to
¢ be approved, becaufe it fignifies our faith in
¢ the Trinity, and the three days fepulture of
¢ Chrift. Though this was the opinion of the
<« Canonifts in his days, yet, ’tis plain, that the
< trine immerficn continued longer in England ;
¢ for Erafmus noted it as a piece of fingularity
¢ in the Englifb church; becaufe, in his time,
¢ they ufed immerfion. And it is evident, by
¢ the rubrick in king Edward VIih’s days,
¢ that the Englib church ufed that practice.

¢ Then
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¢ Then fhall the prieft take the child in his
¢ hands, and afk the name, and naming the
¢ child, fhall dip it in the water thrice ; frf,
¢ dipping the right fide, fecondly, the left fide,
¢ and the #bird time, dipping the face towards
¢ the font, fo it be difcreetly and warily done.
¢ In the Common-prayer-book, in queen E/i-
< zabetl’s days, the rubrick fays, naming the
¢ child, you fhall dip it in the water, fo it
¢ be difcreetly and warily done ; but if the
¢ child be weak, or be baptized privately,
¢ in cafe of neceflity, it was fufficient to pour
¢ water upon it.
¢ King Edward’s injunétions were pub-
¢ lifh’d, 1547. by which all people were for-
¢ bid the breaking obftinately the laudable
¢ ceremonies of the church, And in Sparrow’s
¢ colleftion of articles, &c. in the articles of
¢ queen Elizabeth, 1564, ’tis order’d, That
< the font be not remov’d, nor that the curate
¢ do baptize in any parifh churches in any ba-
¢ fon, nor in any other form than is already
¢ prefcribed.  And 1571, Liber canonum,
€ poftremo curabunt ut in fingulis ecclefiis fit
€ facer fons, non pelvis, in quo baptifmus mi-
¢ niffretur, riteque, decenter et mundé con-
< fervetur.
¢ I have now given, fays Sir Fobn, what
¢ teftimony I could find in our Englifb authors,
¢ to prove the conftant practice of immerfion,
¢ from the time the Britons and Saxons were
¢ baptized, till king Fames’s days, when the
¢ people grew peevith with all ancient cere-
¢ monies 3 and through the love of novelty,
¢ and the nicenefs of parents, and the pretence
¢of modefty, they laid afide immerfions
¢ which never was abrogated by any canon ;
d 2 ¢ but
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¢ but is ftill recommended by the prefent
¢ rubrick of our church; which orders the
¢ child to be 4ip’d difcreetly and warily.

He obferves, That ¢ when Chriftianity was
¢ firft planted, the bath ftructures were turn-
“ed into temples, and the Pifcina’s or cold
¢ baths, were called Baptifteria by Pliny, ju-
¢ nior, and in them they baptized frequently.
¢ And that the Saxons who fucceeded the Ro-
¢ mans, brought in the German cuftom of
¢ wathing in rivers for the preferving of their
¢ healths ; and that made them receive the
¢ baptifmal 7mmerfion in rivers and fountains,
¢ without any fcruple; and, ’tis probable,
< that on thefe the firft Chriftians impofed the
« names of their faints, and religion taught the
¢« Heathens to change the names of their
« fprings, and dedicate them to their Chriftian
< faints; which, for their great cures, were
¢ formerly dedicated to their demons. So
¢ Virgo, the famous {pring at Rome, which
« was dedicated to Diana, was afterwards
« confecrated Dive Marie Virgini, as the
¢ learned Baccius affirms.”

Though the practice of immerfion was now
generally difufed in England, yet there were
fome who were unwilling to part with this
laudable and ancient pratice.

< I have been credibly informed, fays Sir
< Yobn Floyer, by a perfon of quality, who
¢ had the relation from Mrs. Shaw, an anci-
< ent midwife 5 that Sir Robert Shirly, in
¢ king Charles P's days, caufed three of his
¢ fons to be dipped in the font without any
< prejudice to them : and that one of that ho-
¢ nourable family, who was thus baptized is
¢ now living. I mention this, fays he, to

‘ L ¢ thew
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¢ thew the opinion of fome in thofe days,
< who thought that immerfion innocent ; and
<’is probable, that many others were very
< unwilling to part with this laudable and
¢ ancient practice of 7mmerfion.

And in another place he fays, ¢ That I may Ibid. p. 182.
¢ farther convince all my countrymen, that
< Smmerfion in baptifin was very lately left off in
¢ Eugland ; T will affure them, that there are
¢ yet perfons living who were fo immerfed 5
¢ for I was informed by Mr. Berisford, mini-
¢ fter of Stretton in Derbyfbire, that his pa-
¢ rents 7zmerfed not only him, but the reft
¢ of his family at his 2aptifm. He is now
¢ about fixty fix years old;’ which, by the
date of the letter muft be about the year 1640.

In another place, fays Sir Jobuz, ¢ A per-1Ibid. p. 14,
¢ fon of eighty years old, who was then ve-
¢ ry fenfible, told me, that in his time he
¢ could not remember the dipping of infants
in England at their baptifm, but that his
father oft fpoke of it 3 and farther told him,
That the parents ufed always at the bap-
tifm of their children, to defire the prieft to
dip that part very well, in which any dif-
eafe ufed to afflict themfzlves, to prevent its
being hereditary.?
And he afferts, That ¢ it has bzen a pro- Ibid. p. 65
verbial faying amongft the old people, Thaz
if any one complained of any pain in their
< limbs, furely that linh bad never been dip-
ped in the font.
« The Welfb, fays he, have more lately left Ibid. p. 14
immerjion 5 for fome middle aged perfons
have told me, That they could remember
their dipping in lapiifin> And he endea-
yours to prove that cuftom ufeful to the

d 3 health
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Ibid. p. 15. health of infants and others ; and fays, ¢ That
¢ it is only a vain fear in the parents, which
¢ has occafioned the difufe of it; to which the
¢ Canon 1603, in king Fames’s days, might
¢ a little contribute, through the miftake of
¢ its fenfe 3 for there all baptifm, whether by
¢ immerfion or afperfion, is declared vald.’

Thus have I traced the practice of the Bri-
tifb churches in the point of baptifm till
fprinkling took place. Andto me it feems
evident beyond contradiction, that about three
hundred years after the firft plantation of the
gofpel in Britain, no. other baptifim was ufed
but that of adult perfons, by immerfion, or
dipping the body of the perfon, upon the
profeflion of his faith ; and that after the fub-
je& was changed, and infant baptifm intro-
duced by a maffacre of almoft all that refufed
to comply with the change ; yet the mode of
baptifm by immerfion continued about twelve
hundred years ; and though the mode be now
changed, and fprinkling has gained the
afcendant, yet I muft beg of the padobaptift
gentlemen (and I doubt not bat all the Eng-
lifp baptifts will join with mc) to fhew us,
where Chrift has given to any men or church,
a difpenfation to change his laws and ordi-
nances, or make them void by their traditi-
ons, feeing they are all, except the Papifis,
ready to join with us, in declaring God’s
word to be our rule in all points of faith and
practice, to the end of the world ; as I fhall
fhew in my preface to the next volume.

How doth God complain, by the prophet,
of his people of old, for prefumisg to change
his laws? He gave a particular command,

that his altars fhould be made of earth or
rough
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rough ftone ; and reprov’d their horrid tranf-

greflion and difobedience in ating contrary

to his exprefs inftitution 3 A people; faith God, 1. Ixv. 3.
that provoke me to anger continually to my

face, that facrificeth in gardens, and burncth

incenfe upon altars of brick.

I fhall leave the reader to judge, whether
changing baptifn, which God has exprefly
commanded to be adminiftred by dipping be-
lievers, on profeffion of repentance and faith,
into that of fprinkling infants, be not a tran{-
greflion of his precept, in as bad or worfe a
manner, than that of building altars of brick,
which God himfelf declares was a provoking
him continually to his face.

But the Englifb Baptifts dare not do thus,
though the Pzdobaptifts have faid much, and
they think to little purpofe, to prove that the
word baptifin may be taken in a larger fenfe
than ftritly to fignify immerfion in water;
becaufe, unlefs it can be thewed from the ho-
ly fcriptures, that the word daptifin was, or
may be taken for [prinkling or pouring water
upon a perfon, as well in the adminiftration
of this ordinance, as in any common ufe, they
conceive, there cannot be from thence drawn
any folid argument for the change of this
facred rite.

It is true, fome attempts have been made
by gentlemen of great learning towards it
and they have been replied to by the Baptifts.
And as far as I can find, in purfuing their hifto-
ry, they have always had an open ear to convi-
¢tion, and been a people who love and honour
all men fearing God, whether they agree
with, or difagree from them, in their opinion
concerning baptifm.  But inftead of a fairand

d 4 can-
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candid convition in a Chriftian way, it has
too much been their lot to be render’d by their
opponents, as odious as they could, and as. if
they bad nothing to fay for their pratiice.
Thus the reverend Mr Nea/, in his Hiftory of
the Puritans, a work that is a fufficient evi-
dence of his great induftry and good judg-
ment, yet labours under this prejudice againft
the Baptifts 3 not for want of being better
informed, for then fomething might be faid
in his excufe. He fays, ¢ The advocates of
¢ this dotrine were, for the moft part, of
¢ the meaneft of the people ; their preachers
¢ were generally illiterate.’

This Gentleman’s candour and juftice will
appear, if we do but compare this with the
account Captain Richard Deane gave to that
worthy prelate Dr. Barlow, bithop of Lin-
coln, of the Englifb Baptifts, in this very
time Mr. Neal mentions. He fays, he hopes
they will, in his lordfhip’s charity (fo far as
their converfation fuits with their do¢trine) be
admitted among the number of fincere Chri-
ftians: and further, thus exprefles himfelf.
¢« That your lordthip may make the better
¢ judgment of the difciples and ftate of this
¢ Seét, concerning whom I write this; I
¢ crave leave to bring to your remembrance
¢ fome of their leaders, and the occafions
¢ which prepared the way for the increafe of
¢ their numbers.

¢ About thirty eight years fince, in the heat
< of our late troubles, Epifcopacy being laid
¢ afide, and Presbytery only, as it were by
¢ way of experiment, for a feafon attempted,
¢ but never, in a national way profecuted with
¢ effect, every man was at liberty to}purﬁlee

¢ the
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¢ the perfuafions of his own mind, us toen-
< tering into church fellowfhip in diftinét con-
¢ gregations, and therein to join with fuch as
¢ he conceived came neareft to the primitive
¢ pattern in worfhip and difcipline.

¢ About that time, fays he, and a little af-
¢ ter, there were many minifters, fome who
¢ had been before ordained, and others who
¢ were admitted to parochial and other pub-
¢ lick charges. Among whom, of my ac-
¢ quaintance, were Mr. Tombes, fometime
¢ preacher at the Temple, Mr. Chriftopher
¢ Blackwood in Kent, Mr. Benjamin Cox at
¢ Bedford, Mr. Edward Harriffon, Mr. Da-
¢ niel Dyke, and fome others in or near Her:-
¢ fordfbire, Mr. Hanferd Knollys, and many
¢ others, who did openly profefs, and feveral
¢ of them write, and publith their opinions
¢ concerning the proper fubjet and manner
¢ of baptifm. Some of them voluntarily lef
¢ their parochial charges and benefices, as not
¢ approving the baptizing of infants, and col-
¢ lected diftinét congregations of fuch as a-
¢ greed with them in this doétrine of baptifm ;
¢ which, by a fucceffion of ordained mini-
< fters, in the place of fuch as are dead, re-
¢ main to this day.?

I fhall add to this, the names of other
worthy Gentlemen who left the practice of
Infant baptifm, were themfelves baptized by
immerfion, and joined themfelves with the
baptized churches, viz. Fobn Harding, D. D.
e———— Duwveil, D.D. Mr. Vavafor Powel,
Mr. Fames Brown, Mr. Robert Brown, Mr.
Henry Fefley, Mr. Thomas Hardcaftle, Mr.
Francis Cornwell, Mr. Jobn Gofnold, Mr.
Henry Denne, Mr, Samuel Fijber, Mr. Eg‘e;my

01~
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Morrifs, Mr. Richard Claridge, Mr. Fobn
Keith, Mr. Francis Bampfield, Mr, =———en
Abbor, Mr. Seyemore, Mr. William
Kays, Mr. William Britten, Mr. Henry For-
ty, Mr. Foeph Maifters, Mr. Robert Steed,
Mr. e Williams, Mr. w—— Loundon,
Mr. Richard Adams, Mr. Fobn Canne.

Thefe were Advocates, who the reverend
Mr. Neal would have us to efteem, illirerate,
and of the meaneft of the people. And if io,
I hope he will not look upon it as an hard
tafk to make a reply to the aceount which
the Captain has given of their judgment and
practice (the which I have placed in the Ap-
pendix, N©. 3.) and the rather, becaufe, in
my opinion, all the Baptifis ever fince have,
by their doftrine and converfation attefted

~ what is afferted by this author.
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